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Chairman’s Report
It is my pleasure to report on the activities of
the Association on the occasion of the 92th
Annual General Meeting. It is pleasing to
reflect on a very busy and successful year.

A Busy Year
The major task for the year proved to be
the decision making process around the
selection of a new database system. This
project was a joint effort with the College
Foundation and occupied much committee
time. I am appreciative of the efforts of the
committee and especially Mike Fraher in this
respect.
Later in the year, the Association honoured a
pledge made six years ago to support a fund
raising campaign to build a new chapel. The
new database was an integral part of this
commitment.
The pre-paid subscription scheme has
enabled to Association to actively involve
itself in College events. During the year there
were three major events where funding was
provided to support boys at the College.
These were
• Sponsorship of the new Y13 Vocational
Seminars
• Sponsorship by way of a subsidy to
support the Y13 Leavers breakfast.

Golf Tournament
The Annual Golf Tournament was played
at Waitikiri on the 17th September.
The trophy winners were as follows:
Heath Cup: John Callaghan Junior
Aspell Cup: Mike Prendergast
Cunneen Cup: Alan Dalton
Andy Nixon Cup: Simon Hearsey
Fr. Blake Cup: Fr. John Adams
Longest Drive: Tom Davie
Most Honest: Mark Kearney

• Sponsorship of the parents’ cocktail party
Working with the staff In the Community
Development Office the Association was
involved in 23 reunions in New Zealand and
in Australia. In addition, it staged a highly
enjoyable golf tournament and helped host a
very popular 50 year reunion. Unfortunately,
the annual dinner was put on hold so as
not to clash with the launch of the Chapel
Campaign.
The first function for this campaign was
held in late September and by Christmas
further old boys functions were held in
Christchurch, Wellington, Auckland and
Sydney. The response to date has been very
pleasing.

late in 2014 and during the past year After 5
functions have been held in the three main
centers and also in Sydney and an inaugural
event was held in Brisbane. The Community
Development Office organizes these
gatherings and I would like to acknowledge
Jacinta Gardner for her outstanding
organisational efforts.
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Newsletter
The extended old boys network now
receives a weekly newsletter that has been
professionally designed and is emailed,
and for some posted, on Fridays. The new
e-format has proved extremely popular
and feedback from old boys has all been
positive. The Association is rightly proud
that it is the only alumni grouping in NZ that
provides a weekly update to its members.
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Over 400 parents, grandparents, friends and of course the year 13 students themselves attended the Leavers Breakfast at the Papanui Club. Once again
the Association provided a subsidy. A great was enjoyed by all and the photo above shows the old boys who were present.

Vocational Seminar Series
The Association sponsored and helped
organise 3 seminars for Y13 students.
On each occasion old boys in different
businesses answered questions and
interacted with the senior students.
Pictured are Mark Galletly, Ron Van Til
and James Flanagan.

Young Old Boys Gathering
On Saturday night a large group
of the leavers of 2007 enjoyed
a reunion at the Cranford Ale
House. It was a great occasion and
everyone was in high spirits.

Old Boys Tie Presentation
Once again, the presentation of the old
boys ties, sponsored by a significant
number of old boys and friends of the
College, was a highlight of the year. This
event closes out the school year for
Y13s and the tie presentation itself is an
emotionally charged finale for all.

Once again Year 13 Leavers received sponsored Old Boys ties.

The Chapel Campaign
In 2012 the Association pledged its
support to the Foundation and to the
Board of Proprietors to support a fundraising appeal for a new chapel. This
task remained at the forefront of the
Association’s projects and the successful
launch late in the year was much awaited
and enjoyed by all.

In all 23 events were held during the year
and well over five hundred old boys and
friends of the college attended.

Supporting the College
The Association enjoys an excellent
relationship with the Rector, Justin Boyle,
and the College. Primarily this is through the
Community Development Office which is the
Association’s office and public face.
The presentation of the Year 13 Old Boys
ties continues to be a very special part of
the leaving process. The presentations were
made on the final day for Y13 students and
the photographs on this page tell the story of
a memorable day.
In addition to this annual gesture the
Association provided financial support to
the Y13 leavers by subsiding the leavers
breakfast. Consequently, a record turnout of
over 424 students and parents attended the
breakfast. This sponsorship was undertaken
as a tangible way of saying thank you to
parents who have supported the pre-paid
subscriptions contribution.

The Association also sponsored the Cocktail
Party for new parents. This was held in
November and around 170 new parents
attended. Again this gesture was undertaken
to profile the Association and to show
appreciation for parental support of the prepaid subscriptions.

Finance
The Association recorded a deficit of $8,758
for the year. This compares to a surplus of
$34,633 for the previous year. This may be
explained by the late sponsorship ($7,278)
of the Y13 Vocational Seminar series. The
College sought support around mid-year
and the committee felt that the programme,
aimed at soon-to-be old boys was worthwhile
supporting.
Around the same time, the Foundation sought
funding to support the work of the Community
Development Office. The committee felt that
the Association has benefitted from the work
of Tony Murdoch and his team for the best
part of a decade and accordingly a grant of
$15,000 was made.

The Association also contributed to the cost
of the new database ($10,469) and the
revamp of the website ($11,127) which was
required both for the Chapel campaign. Both
projects had been initiated in 2016 but the
costs fell into the 2017 financial year.
The introduction of the new newsletter and
the increased number of events Incurred
foreseeable costs that were seen as essential
to the association’s communications and
promotional strategy.
On the advice of the auditor, the Association
wrote off the centennial artworks (($12,600).
It was felt that this action was timely as very
few of the prints were being sold.
The Association is in sound financial
position. Its investments are managed by
J.B. Were and monthly financial reports
are provided. The audit found no Issues of
concern.

Donations
The Association has three main vehicles for
donations. These are the Missionary Fund,

the War Memorial and Jubilee Trust and the
Y13 ties fund. The generosity of old boys in
supporting these funds is greatly appreciated.

Condolence Cards and Funerals
Members may not be aware that the
Association endeavors to send a condolence
card to the families of old boys who have
passed away. A Mass is said for the repose of
the soul of the departed and where possible
representatives of the Association attend
funerals. I would especially like to thank Justin
Boyle and the staff and students who from time
to time attend the funerals of old boys.
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The Old Boys XI at the Valley of Peace in February that beat Christ’s old boys.
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Regional After 5 Gatherings
A number of regional old boys functions were held with Palmerston North, Blenheim and
Timaru being new venues. Pictured below are the South Canterbury old boys.
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