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Distinguished Astronomer Visits
This week Gerry Gilmore (1965-1969) visited the College. For a number of years he has been at the
cutting edge of research on studying stars in the Galaxy to understand its structure and evolutionary
history. Currently Gerry is Professor of Experimental Philosophy, in the Institute of Astronomy, at
the University of Cambridge. Thanks to Gerry Davidson for his help with this interview.

Gerry Gilmore

Fellow of the Royal Society
In 2013 Gerry was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. His nomination read as follows.
Gerry Gilmore leads efforts to understand the structure and origin of our Galaxy. He led a
revival of star-count analysis that first showed that the Galaxy possesses a “thick” disc, and
helped to show that the thick disc formed early in the Galaxy’s life. Our current understanding
of how the masses of stars are distributed at birth was produced by Gilmore’s team. In the
early 1990s with a student he obtained the still standard estimate of the mass surface density
associated with the discs. This study set the pattern of future work. He pioneered the use of
spectral surveys to unravel the Galaxy’s history through its chemistry and established that
stars in the halo of the Galaxy are chemically distinct from stars in the Galaxy’s satellites, even
though much of the halo must consist of stars stripped from satellites. In 1994 with a student
he discovered the Galaxy’s most important satellite after the Magellanic Clouds. As its leading
UK proponent, Gilmore played a big role in selection of ESA’s revolutionary Gaia mission. He
is the driving force behind the ESO-Gaia survey, which has over 250 co-investigators and will
obtain spectra designed to complement data from Gaia.

What are your memories of the College during
your time?
It was a time of great transition. There was a
new Rector, Matt Durning, who wanted to raise
academic standards. As well as that he wanted
better sports coaching and a more competitive
approach to all aspects of the College. Gerard had
the impression that there was a desire to compete
with Boys High and Christs. He succeeded in
making the College edgier. He did have some
excellent teachers, especially in English, citing the
Mahar brothers as standouts for him. There had
not previously been any real aggressiveness about
striving for excellence but this changed and this
suited Gerard. It became a streamed environment,
that allowed people to develop their strengths. He
felt that he was a slow developer at school but he
had the space to grow and mature and was able to
excel at university because of this grounding.
Are you still keen on cricket?
Gerard continued to play until he was 60 and was
only stopped by a career - ending foot injury. He
kept wickets for the Cambridge Architects that
was a combination of real architects and selfproclaimed ring ins like himself and the odd former
test player. His visit coincides with the England
Black Caps 20/20 match in Wellington which he
looking forward to working into his schedule.
Highlight of your career?
His career has evolved from being involved in
small projects of his own to leading large strategic
projects involving hundreds of people and him
taking a leadership and guidance role. He still
feels very proud of the work he did in 1989 that
provided a reliable way of being able to measure
the invisible dark matter in space added greatly to
the subject and 30 years later is still the accepted
way of measuring something that makes a large
part of our universe. This work fits with idea that
you need to be looking at what you are seeing
rather than what you expect to see. For Gerard it
is often more important when looking under the
rock and discovering nothing to find out why this
case and what that tells us about the universe than
cataloging the various elements that are there.
Gerard has projects that will keep him busy for the
next ten years and beyond.
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Ivan Snook Remembers
Two weeks ago Ivan Snook made contact to change his email address. This lead to a conversation and a request that if possible, “would you drop us a
few lines remembering your time as a student (1947-1951) and then as a staff member (1961-1964)”. On leaving teaching Ivan moved into higher
education obtaining a PhD from the University of Illinois and then becoming Professor of Education at Massey University. He retired in 1993 but
continued to research and write on education in New Zealand. Responding Ivan sent a piece he had penned for the 75th Jubilee magazine. The first
part is reprinted this week. Ivan’s health is not good but he is in good spirits.
“At the beginning of 1947 I joined the convoy of
cyclists from Addington who had gathered as they
always did outside the bike shop in Lincoln Road
and made, for the first time, my trip along Clarence
St, Straven Rd, and Papanui Road to begin my
third form year at St Bedes. After undergoing an
IQ test and tests of language and mathematics we
were streamed into two classes and we met for our
first class in the “temporary” buildings called “the
army huts” bought from the army at the end of the
war and converted into classrooms. I spent five very
happy and fulfilled years at the school.
The rector in 1947 was John Dowling, a kindly
avuncular man, much loved by the boys. He had
the habit of wandering the playing grounds at
lunch-time and grabbing a boy by the shoulder
(sometimes painfully!) saying “And how’s this
old man?” During my first year, he went to Rome
to represent New Zealand at the Marist General
Chapter and his brother Maurie, already a legend
from his own rectorship in the ‘thirties, took over
as acting-rector. Other memorable teachers of
those years were marists Bernie O’Brien (a strict
but humorous man), Gerald Gill (a stern discipline
master, Bernard Bennett (a gentle and spiritual
person), Fred Crombie (ever kind and helpful) and
Charlie Devonport (a good teacher who expected
good work and good behaviour), George and
Chris Duggan (brothers who were as “chalk and
cheese”). Bill Meates, Murray Atkinson and Terry
Maloney were among the few lay teachers of the
time. I have particularly good memories of David
Beattie who taught us English in our final two years.
He loved literature and shared his love with us, the
best recipe for a good teacher. He had a witty side
too. He once remarked that Henry VIII remained
a loyal Catholic to the end. A boy piped up “how
do you account for his eight wives, then?” He shot
back “Only six wives, lad, that accounts for two of
them.”
Most of us got on with our studies, our sport and,
(for day boys, anyway) involvement in parish life.
Some stood out for achievements. In scholarship
there were names such as Bernard Mc Intosh, Fred
Fischer, Owen Leeming, Rod Milne, Peter McAloon
and (my dear friend) Kevin Roach. In sport there
were luminaries like Reg Warren, Dermot Mora,
Neil Anderson, Paddy Cahill, John Connor and Alan
Campbell, all much admired by the junior boys.
In 1949 John Mannix succeeded John Dowling
as rector and he brought an air of strictness to the
role. I suspect that he was a shy man and he was
certainly a kind man and his task of “straightening
up the school” was not really congenial to him.
Nevertheless , he insisted on firm discipline, tidy
dress and good behaviour at school and on the

streets. A major innovation in his first year was a
School Ball for the seniors announced for June.
We selected partners (they had to be attending
one of the convent schools) and the girls made or
ordered their ball gowns We eagerly awaited the
event. However, in the May holidays our partners
received a letter saying that “due to unforeseen
circumstances” the ball had been cancelled. On
our return to school we were informed in similarly
vague terms but given no explanation. Theories
abounded, the most plausible of which was that
the bishop, Patrick Francis Lyons, a rather austere
and conservative Australian, had vetoed it. The
rumour gained credibility when, early in 1950,
Lyons was transferred to Sydney as an auxiliary
bishop, an obvious demotion. Whatever the reason
for the cancellation, a senior ball was held for the
first time in 1950 and, like all the other boys, I
thoroughly enjoyed it and the one which followed in
1951. The photos of those events are sure to cause
amusement for young people of today because of
the very formal dress.
A major event during these years was the
centennial of the foundation of Canterbury marking
the arrival of “the first four ships” at Lyttelton in
1850. The Catholics of the province entered fully
into the celebrations. There was a massive rally
of all the school children of the diocese on the
front lawn at St Bedes while up front the visiting
dignitaries, led by Norman Thomas Gilroy, the
cardinal-archbishop of Sydney, sat on a large
dais. Representatives from every school in the
diocese approached Gilroy for a blessing and the
children then formed a huge cross with 18501950 clearly visible from the air. On the Sunday,
the cardinal carried the host through the streets
of the city from St Marys to the Cathedral, while
thousands of Catholics marched in procession
many wearing distinctive dress (children of Mary
in their blue cloaks, nuns in full habit, Hibernians
with their regalia, clergy and altar servers in soutane
and surplice, Scouts, Cubs and Guides in their
uniforms.
Early in 1951, we had the annual “barrack’s
week” at Burnham Military Camp rather than at
the college. At the end of the week we put on a
memorable concert at which we sang “We are the
boys from Northcote Rd” which fairly gently, picked
up on the foibles of our teachers.
I left school at the end of 1951. After several “false
starts” I attended Christchurch Teachers’ College
and the University of Canterbury. To my surprise, I
was recruited by Bernie O’Brien at the end of the
course and started teaching at my old college in
1961. This time I was to stay for four years and,
once again, I remember those years with fondness.

Ivan is pictured here on the day he received a
Doctor of Literature for his outstanding services
to education and to Massey University.
Basil Blake was the rector when I arrived but he
was seriously ill. Within months we gathered in the
Cathedral for his funeral mass. He was replaced by
Leo Evatt ‘a man’s man,’ who earned the respect
of the staff and students. In addition to many of
the priests who had taught me, there was a new
crop of marists:, McGovern, Roberts, Vella, Crotty,
Montgomery, Manning. Over these four years
other lay teachers were Kerry Moynihan, Kevin
Luxford, Ross Haycock, Brian Whisker. There
was a new group of scholastic achievers such as
Michael Dunn, and Bernard Carpenter and a new
lot of sportsmen (Mike Pender broke a record of
Reg Warren’s 17 years after it was established). I
remember in particular Peter Ireland who became
a prominent artist and Kevin Milne later well
known for his TV show, “Fair Go”. Incidentally, the
“temporary” army huts were still in use and I taught
in rooms in which I had sat as a third former many
years previously.
Towards the end of 1963 I went to the College on
a Saturday morning to set the examinations for the
end of the year. I was greeted at the door by senior
student, Michael Dunne, who said “have you heard
that President Kennedy has been shot.” Knowing
young men, I expected a joke at my expense and
answered gingerly “what’s the catch?” “No, it’s
true” he said and it was. It is often said that any
adult of a certain age can tell you where she or he
was that morning: I was: at St Bedes.
When I began at St Bedes in 1947, it was still in
the after glow of the silver jubilee of the “new”
college in Papanui. The year I started to teach at
the college (1961) we celebrated the half century
of its foundation in Ferry Road. Now another few
decades have sped by and St Bedes is in its second
century. I recall affectionately my two stints there
and wish the College well for the future.”

Memories of the Late 1940s
Tony Murdoch visited Andy Higgins in Hamilton two weeks ago and had a most enjoyable reminisce
with Andy, looking at photos Andy had taken in his final years at the College. Three of these photos
are reprinted below and for older Bedeans will tell of life at a different pace.

Requiescat in Pace
If you know of the passing of an Old Boy
or someone who has had close links to
the College please advise Jacinta Gardner
jgardner@stbedes.school.nz

Peter Connell, Leo Brownlee and friends.

The

Perfect
Gift
Andy Higgins and brother Douglas heading off to cricket in the family car (1931 Essex).

St Bede’s College

Still Wine Glasses
In response to the many requests from old
boys and families the PTA in conjunction with
the Development Office are pleased to offer
for sale box sets of the College wine glasses.
Each glass carries the College crest making it a
special memento for old boys family members
and friends.
Price for a boxed set (6 glasses) is $75.00
GST Inc.
To purchase a set please fill in the response
form below or email pta@stbedes.school.nz
Purchase and Delivery: Please note that we
are unable to provide a delivery service and

Peter Hutchinson on piano accompanied by Brian Fitzgerald, Phil O’Malley, Dave Carey, unknown,
Doug Higgins and unknown.

need to order sets of glasses in batches.

“A Little from a Lot”
Our Fundraising Campaign

Watch the Video

Progress to Date

To view the campaign video please go to:
www.oldboys.stbedes.school.nz/chapel

To make a donation...

Go to the Website
Please go to:
www.oldboys.stbedes.school.nz/chapelappeal
The options available for giving are detailed
on the website. If you would like to receive
the campaign booklet please email or call
and this will be posted to you.
Online Payment - please go to:
www.oldboys.stbedes.school.nz/donate

Giving in Memory
To donate to the new chapel in memory
of a loved on please go to:
www.oldboys.stbedes.school.nz/chapel
$250,000

$500,000

$750,000

$1m

$1.25m

$1.5M

Fully Paid Membership & Subscriptions
In recent weeks a number of old boys have paid subscriptions and a gratifying number have taken out a fully paid membership.
For further information please go to www.stbedes.school.nz/community/oba/joiningmembership/oba-membership-form
Or to download a printable form please go to www.stbedes.school.nz/app/uploads/2017/05/2306-Old-Boys-Invoices.pdf

