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Bishop Elect Celebrates First Mass
The resignation of Bill English had prompted thoughts that his service to the nation and his essential humanity needed some form of comment. For
a number of reasons the idea was shelved until last week when Bishop Elect Paul Martin SM celebrated the first Mass of the year at the College. His
outstanding homily captured these sentiments and added a powerful message to the students and staff. He emphasised the Bedean and Marist qualities
of humility, consideration and hard work. We are grateful to Paul for allowing the homily to be reprinted.

Bishop Elect Fr Paul Martin SM flanked by Fr Jack O’Connor (1944-1948) and Fr Kevin Manning SM.

I

f you have been following the political scene
this week you will know that Bill English has
resigned as the leader of the National party.
Now political leaders come and go, but I wonder
if you have been listening to what the people
have been saying about him. Regardless of your
political persuasion, whether you agree or not
with the policies of his party, the things that have
been said about him as a person are striking.
What has marked him out from other politicians
are the values that he has lived by during his life.
His deep commitment to his family, his lack of

desire for self-promotion, his humility as a person
and his desire to help others. Not bad to hear
about someone who has been a politician for
so long, and whom we are often rather cynical
about. When I was at St Pat’s Wellington all
his five sons attended at various times, and Bill
and Mary his wife were always at parent teacher
evenings, he would often work behind the bar
at functions, would be on the sideline for rugby
games, would go to listen to the boys when they
were in the College choir. His actions showed
what were important. In all the busyness of his

political life he always found time for his family,
and to be involved in the community. And you
would see him at Mass each Sunday, either in
his parish church in Karori, or at one of other
parishes if the Mass times suited.
Now I am not saying Bill English was a saint – but
when I think about the readings we have listened
to today, when I think about the year that lies
ahead for you as a College, with your student
leaders and the seniors having their ability to
continue to shape the College, I can’t help but
think that Bill English, who was a boarder at St
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want everything to be fun and nice, but that isn’t
the reality. In a world where social media can get
at us so easily, where to be different is actually
very unpopular if it isn’t in line with modern
trends, to serve others, and not to push ourselves
first is very difficult, and so often we are tempted
to give up.
On Wednesday we began Lent. For these forty
days we will stop and reflect on our lives, our
relationship with God, our relationship with
others. We are called during Lent to share our
resources with those who are less fortunate, to
engage in spiritual renewal, to get ourselves right
with God. It is timely that this opening Mass for
the year, in which we place all that will happen
here in God’s hands, occurs during this Lenten
season. For the perfect servant, Jesus Christ,
gave the ultimate sacrifice, namely his life, for
you and for me. This is an incredible gift, and
I wonder how often we really allow ourselves to
ponder this and let it shape who we are and what
we do.
Y13 students Luke Van Zwart and Dylan Ryder present the Offertory.
Pat’s Silverstream, went on to live in his life what
we hear about in our readings today. If you want
to know what a practical expression of our beliefs
and commitment look like in our modern age,
then he is a pretty good example.
We hear a lot of talk of servant leadership, and
it is the heart of what Jesus Christ lived and
called us to follow him in doing. But what does
it mean for us so that it shapes our lives, rather
than is just a motto for the last year of College
before leaving to go out in the world and forget
it all. To be a servant in the model of Christ
is to understand what our call is. And it is to
recognize that each person is made in the image
and likeness of Christ and therefore I have a
responsibility to treat them with respect and to

honour them. To be a servant in the model of
Christ is to look out for the needs of others before
we look out for our own, to be aware of those who
are not as fortunate as us and to do something
about it. To be a servant is not to expect people
to thank you every time you do something, you
just do it because it is the right thing to do, not
so that people notice and pat you on the back, or
give you some reward. To be a servant in the way
Christ showed us is to know that sometimes you
will have to suffer, to know what is right and stick
to it, regardless of whether or not it is popular
– to have integrity, to live according to what you
believe, and not to allow others to try and stop
you, to tell you it doesn’t matter, don’t worry about
it. We don’t do suffering well in our world. We

The true mark of a Bedean servant leader will not
be what happens this year here at the College.
That will have an impact on the life of this place
now, but the true impact will be what people
say about you in 40 years’ time – what sort of
man you are, what your values are, how you
are living. That is the true mark of the Bedean
Christian man. Are you a friend of God’s and
a friend to others? Are you contributing to the
faith community and to our Society? That is what
you are learning and being formed for now, and
that should go on for all your lives, it doesn’t end
when you leave those gates at the end of this
year.
May the 2018 year here at St Bede’s be marked
by the spirit of service to others, of love of one
another and of witness to Jesus Christ in our city
of Christchurch and beyond.

George Head’s Album
Recently the College received a small photo album. It was compiled by Fr George Head SM (19221925) in his final year and it captures the College grounds and buildings in the early stages at
Papanui. It also captures the faces of a number of students in those days. George Head had an
outstanding final year, being prominent in the First XV, First XI and athletics.

Requiescat in Pace
Peter Donnelly

1945-1950

If you know of the passing of an Old Boy
or someone who has had close links to
the College please advise Jacinta Gardner
jgardner@stbedes.school.nz

Send Us
Your News

George’s caption read, ‘Form 6, the day H Sproule ran away’. There is no other explanation but it is
fascinating to consider what lead to this incident.

We are always keen to receive information
about old boys. Our readers enjoy
snippets of information and the longer
stories that come through. If you have
had an old boy friend or family member
who has passed away please drop a
note to tmurdoch@stbedes.school.nz.
Photographs, especially of generational
Bedean families are especially welcome.

Making a

Bequest
If you would like to make a bequest
to the College please contact...
Tony Murdoch 03 375 0647 (ext 828)
tmurdoch@stbedes.school.nz

V Meates, J Stopforth, J Doogan, J Galvin and A Roberts in the quad after a match.

Endowing A

Scholarship
If you would like to endow a
scholarship please contact...
Tony Murdoch 03 375 0647 (ext 828)
tmurdoch@stbedes.school.nz

This is the only photo in the College archives that shows the state of the quad before it was sealed
in the late 1930s. To the left is the gym and this later was converted to the chapel.

“A Little from a Lot”
Our Fundraising Campaign

Watch the Video

Progress to Date

To view the campaign video please go to:
www.oldboys.stbedes.school.nz/chapel

To make a donation...

Go to the Website
Please go to:
www.oldboys.stbedes.school.nz/chapelappeal
The options available for giving are detailed
on the website. If you would like to receive
the campaign booklet please email or call
and this will be posted to you.
Online Payment - please go to:
www.oldboys.stbedes.school.nz/donate

Giving in Memory
To donate to the new chapel in memory
of a loved on please go to:
www.oldboys.stbedes.school.nz/chapel
$250,000

$500,000

$750,000

$1m

$1.25m

$1.5M

Fully Paid Membership & Subscriptions
In recent weeks a number of old boys have paid subscriptions and a gratifying number have taken out a fully paid membership.
For further information please go to www.stbedes.school.nz/community/oba/joiningmembership/oba-membership-form
Or to download a printable form please go to www.stbedes.school.nz/app/uploads/2017/05/2306-Old-Boys-Invoices.pdf

